
Opening Discussion: 
 

Who is your favorite biblical character?  

What do you like about their story?  

One of the interesting things about the 

Bible is that it shares the highs and 

lows, the victories and failures of many 

of the characters! 

 

Opening Prayer: 

Begin your time in prayer—ask God to 

open your eyes to see what He wants 

to say to you through this time          

together—ask Him especially to help 

you understand His grace in a new way! 

  

Getting into God’s Word 

Did you have any comments or       

questions from this Sunday’s message?  

Take the time to look through your   

sermon notes and talk about any    

questions you had. 

 

Read Ephesians 3:1-13 

1. What stands out to you in this    

passage?   

2. Pastor Nathan spent time talking 

about Saul/Paul the author of this 

passage.  What stood out to you in 

his story? 

3. As you think about Paul’s experience of 

grace, and these thirteen verses, how 

does he describe God’s grace at work?  

Where do you see evidence of God’s 

grace in this passage?   

4. How has Paul responded to that grace?  

Because of God’s grace, what does 

Paul do in response?  Pastor Nathan 

reminded us that even our capacity to 

respond still comes through God’s 

grace and apart from Him we can do 

nothing!  How do you see this partner-

ship principle in this passage? 

5. When we worked through Ephesians 

2:1-10 we talked about our stories.  For 

Paul, his story was always close at 

hand and it frequently appears in part 

in his letters.  Have you spent any 

more time thinking about your story?  

Have you had any opportunities to 

share your story or God’s plan with  

anyone? 

6. Once again in this passage Paul talks 

about God’s plan to bring Jews and 

Gentiles together into one family.  This 

is a major theme in this letter.  As we 

have talked about this over the last 

few weeks, has God been saying any-

thing to you about your thoughts and 

attitudes?   

7. In verse 13, Paul talks about how we can 

boldly and confidently enter God’s        

presence.  Last week we also talked about 

the same thing from Hebrews 10.  Did you 

boldly and confidently enter God’s        

presence this week?  Why or why not? 

8. Are you praying for anyone, that they 

would understand and experience God’s 

grace for the first time?  Spend some time 

praying for those friends and family     

members. 

 

 

  Prayer 

Close your time by praying for one another— 

Pray for any needs or burdens that are          

represented in your group.   Continue to pray 

Ephesians 1:15-23 for each person in your 

group.   

As well, spend some time praying for our 

church—next Sunday (Feb 17th) we have a 

congregational meeting at 6:30pm.  Pray for a 

good time of celebration and communication 

as we look back and 2018 and forward to 2019 
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Personal Reflection and Practice: 

 
 

Do you have a place where you write 

down insights or prayer requests?  Have 

you ever tried to keep a journal?  This 

week, grab a notebook, notepad, or word 

document and try writing things down in 

your quiet time with the Lord. 
 

One helpful model is SMORP: 

Scripture—write down the address of the 

passage you are reading. 

Message—what stands out to you in the 

passage, what might God be saying to 

you? 

Obedience—Is God asking you to do any-

thing as a result of what you read?   

Repentance—Is God revealing anything to 

you that you need to deal with?  Any sin, 

or unforgiveness, or bitterness? 

Prayer—write down some of your prayer 

requests, check in with them periodically 

and see how God has answered those 

prayers! 
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