
Opening Discussion: 

Do you have a favorite plant or flower?  

What is it and why?  Have you ever had 

an experience like John 15 talks 

about—where part of the plant         

separated from the main part—what 

happened?  Share your plant stories 

with your group. 

 

Opening Prayer: 

Begin your time in praise—spend some 

time thanking Jesus for the gift of    

Himself and the difference that has 

made in your experience. 

 

Getting into God’s Word 

Did you have any comments or       

questions from this Sunday’s message?  

Take the time to look through your   

sermon notes and talk about any    

questions you had. 

 

Read John 15:1-17 

1. What stands out to you in this    

passage?  How does the imagery 

used in this passage (branch and 

vines) help you better understand 

the Christian life? 

2. Does that resonate with your Chris-

tian experience?  Why or why not? 

3. Are there areas of your life where you 

feel like you are ‘in it alone’ or where 

you do not focus on abiding in Christ?  

How might Jesus want to be invited 

into that place? 

4. Pastor Nathan talked about three     

responsibilities or commitments we 

make to abide well— 

• Allowing the Father to prune us 

• Remaining in Christ’s love 

• Obeying His commands 

How do you see these at work in your life?  

How might one grow in these areas?  

Which one might God want to grow in you 

in the coming weeks and months? 

 

Read Colossians 1:1-14 

5. What stands out to you in this          

passage?  How is it connected with the 

idea of staying connected with Jesus in 

order to be fruitful? 

6. In this passage Paul prays for the      

Colossians—what does he pray for, 

what is He asking God to give them? 

7. Have you ever prayed these things for 

others in our church?  As a group,   

consider praying this prayer for your 

friends in group, and the people in our 

church. 

8. Which of these things do you desire for 

God to grow in your life in the season you 

find yourself in?  Which one thing might 

you ask God for this week? 

9.  As you think of this growth area, do you 

have a sense of how God might want to 

prune something in your life to make this 

happen?  Is there something He might be 

calling you to obey Him in as you pray for 

this trait in your life? 

 

  Prayer 

Close your time by praying for one another— 

Pray for any burdens or hardships that your 

group members have and pray for the Journey 

to Bethlehem VBS that is happening on De-

cember 1st—pray God would be glorified as 

we minister to the kids that come.  
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Personal Reflection and Practice: 

 

 

When was the last time you stopped to 

think about your ‘character?’  Character is 

defined as ‘the mental and moral qualities 

distinct to an individual’ but as a Christ-

follower we know that Jesus is             

transforming us increasingly into His      

image! 

This week read Galatians 5:22-23—which 

characteristic do you think God would 

want to grow in your through the Spirit 

(these are after all fruits of the Spirit’s 

work in our lives!)  After you have         

identified which character trait you think 

God wants to grow in you begin to ask Him 

to grow it in you each day 
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